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Jobs and the Economy Survey 

• A worthwhile process gathering over 680 responses, 90% of which were ALP 

members. All members emailed, some repeatedly, many Branches visited; 

 

• A survey of ALP members, indicates where ALP members feel strongly about 

issues, where work may need to be done to get public onside and where work 

needs to be done to get ALP members onside; 

 

• Strong support for building infrastructure, tackling inequality and reporting on it 

at every State Budget, increasing the overall tax take, a broad-based land tax 

and a Sydney-wide vehicle congestion tax; 

  

• Very little support for privatising public assets, reducing regulations for business 

or special tax breaks for globally exposed, regional or small business; 

 

• Mix of preferences on regional growth, small business support, improving jobs 

and dealing with global competition 
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Labor's Priorities: 
Infrastructure 61%, 
Inequality 44% 



The $64 billion question- where do we get the $? 
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*Other: A mix of all three; cut waste; lotteries! 



Unemployment and inequality over growth. 
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Workers comp not a high priority, but 

casualisation, training and unscrupulous 

employers are. 
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Local content, targeted training, but tax breaks or 

subsidies are not priorities. 
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Agriculture research, decentralisation, tertiary 

education support way ahead of tax breaks. 
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Same data- tax breaks for people and businesses in the bush 

not the priority. 



Reducing regulations or giving exemptions for workers comp, food 
safety or liquor and gaming licensing for small firms are not priorities. 
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Same data- Procurement from local small 
business and incubators are high priorities. 
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Training, & education, early intervention, 
and setting explicit inequality goals and 
reporting on them… 
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But forgiving State Debt Recovery Office 
debts has 59% total opposed. Free public 
transport polarises opinion. Cutting public 
housing rents and subsidising utilities are 
more supported than not, but with large 
'neither agree nor disagree' percentages. 
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Strong majority support for broad land tax and Sydney 
congestion charge 



If ALP members had their way we would… 
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• Build infrastructure. 

 

• Attack inequality, with annual reporting on progress towards explicit 

goals, and equality impact statements on Govt decisions. 

 

• Address housing affordability. 

 

• Pay for it with an increased overall tax take, and some more debt. 

 

• Replace stamp duty with a progressive broad-based land tax. 

 

• Replace vehicle taxes with a Sydney congestion charge. 

 

•  Change procurement policies to benefit local businesses, especially 

small business. Reduce casualisation in the public sector. 

 

• Invest in agricultural research, regional tertiary education and small 

business 'incubators', and decentralise Govt services. 

 

• Not privatise, give special tax breaks or cut regulations. 

 

 


